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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
The end of the year is a good time to reflect. A common theme I 
picked up on for 2025 is the increasing discussions around PFAS; 
whether it is pending legislation for leachate pre-treatment 
requirements, new insight into PFAS in air emissions, treatability, 
laboratory analyses, or treatment technologies. These “forever” 
chemicals will continue to require waste management companies, 
engineers, and scientists to spend time, money, and planning 
efforts to address the PFAS issue. 
 
States are continually looking at passing new legislation on 
programs for banned wastes, such as plastics and packaging, 
organics, lithium-ion batteries, paint, and mattresses. 
 
I would also like to take this time to thank the SNE Chapter Officers 
and Board members for their help in 2025. As volunteers, it can be 
difficult to devote the time we would like to achieve more while 
meeting our work goals and schedules.  
 
On behalf of the SNE SWANA Chapter, I wish all Happy Holidays 
and New Year. I hope you can take some time off to recharge your 
batteries (not lithium-ion batteries!) and be ready for 2026 fully 
charged.  
 

SNE CHAPTER ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
The SNE Chapter will hold its Annual Business Meeting (ABM) on 
January 8th, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. At this meeting the Officers and 
BOD will review the 2025 accomplishments, discuss recent 
changes at SWANA National, and discuss 2026 Chapter goals. SNE 
SWANA Chapter members are welcome to attend this in-person 
meeting. The meeting will be held at the office of: 
 

Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
31 Bellows Road 
Raynham, MA 02767 
 

This is a great opportunity for Chapter members to have input on 
our 2026 goals and to meet the board members.  
 
 
 
 

APPLIED RESEARCH FOUNDATION 
In June 2025 SWANA’s Applied Research Foundation (ARF) issued 
its report titled "Aging Waste-to-Energy Facilities:  Refurbish or 
Replace.” This report documents various case studies from 
facilities located in the State of Florida but the conclusions can be 
applicable to any other facilities located across the country, 
including our southern New England region. The report includes a 
detailed analysis of refurbishment versus replacement and the 
economics of maintaining existing infrastructure. In addition, the 
economic analysis provided compares the cost for waste disposal 
in a modern landfill to determine if it is economically viable when 
evaluated against a WTE facility with the longer lifespan of fifty 
(50) years. While every facility is different, the report concludes 
that the refurbishment of existing facilities is financially prudent 
and could extend the life of aging facilities as well as offer the 
potential for enhanced environmental controls. As a SNE SWANA 
member, this and other ARF reports are available to you at no 
charge. If interested in obtaining a copy of this report, please reach 
out to the Chapter to obtain a copy. 
 

SAFETY 
Waste Advantage (WA) is an organization that supports the solid 
waste industry. WA provides many useful resources, including a 
daily newsletter, to inform waste professionals of important 
happenings from across the country. Recently, WA held a safety 
webinar focused on waste collection safety covering safety trends, 
safety culture, fleet safety, fatality prevention, and safety program 
elements. Here is a link to the free webinar recording and 
presentations:  Collection Safety Webinar. 
 
Another resource to find safety information is on SWANA 
National’s safety webpage, found here:  SWANA Safety. This 
webpage includes links to Safety Awards, Safety Resources, 
Lithium-Ion Batteries, Safety Leaders, Safety First, Hauler 
Outreach, Safety Pledge, 5 to Stay Alive, American National 
Standards for Waste and Recycling, and Safety Training.  
 

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL EVENT 
On December 3rd, UMass Dartmouth hosted a Career Panel and 
Networking Event to help students understand the breadth of 
opportunities available to them as graduates of their civil 
engineering program. The event was organized to feature round-

 

https://wasteadvantagemag.com/safety-webinars/
https://swana.org/key-initiatives/safety
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table discussions with rotating groups of students. The SNE 
SWANA Board was represented by Lindsey Welcome of Brown and 
Caldwell and Anthony Novelli of the Greater New Bedford Regional 
Refuse Management District to highlight careers in the solid waste 
industry and the benefits of SWANA membership to Young 
Professionals. This event marked the second YP event at UMass 
Dartmouth this year that the SNE Chapter participated in. We look 
forward to future such events at UMass Dartmouth, as well as 
other institutions. Please reach out to the SNE Chapter board 
members if you would like to organize similar events at your alma 
mater.  
 

REGULATORY UPDATES 
MA Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Commission 
The MA EPR Commission just issued their Draft Final Report 
(Report) regarding recommendations for EPR legislative actions 
related to paint, mattresses, batteries, electronics, plastics, and 
packaging. The entire Draft Final Report can be found here: MA 
EPR Draft Final Report.  
 
H968, the battery bill, survived the ENR Joint Committee and is 
now with the House Ways and Means Committee. 
 

MA Organics Waste Disposal Ban 
On October 9, 2025, John Fischer of the MassDEP presented on 
“Organics Waste Disposal Ban, Potential Proposed Approach”. His 
presentation can be found here: MA Organics Ban. The 
presentation provides historical data, summarizes existing goals 
and capacity, food waste diversion data, needed capacity, future 
goals, and potential additional program expansion. 
 

RI Plastic Bottle Waste Report 
The Rhode Island Special Joint Legislative Commission to Study and 
Provide Recommendations to Protect our Environment and 
Natural Resources from Plastic Bottle Waste issued its Final Report 
on April 8, 2025. The final report can be found here: RI Bottle Bill. 
Recommendations provided in the Report include: 

• The General Assembly should consider combining both a 
Deposit Return System (DRS) and EPR program to produce a 
system that both addresses litter and improves recycling. 

• The General Assembly should consider creating a DRS. 

• The General Assembly should consider creating an EPR 
program for Statewide Recycling of Packaging and Paper. 

 
A Waste Dive article dated June 26, 2025, linked here: Article, 
reports that RI lawmakers replaced the EPR and Bottle Bill with a 
proposal including a study bill. 
 

WHAT’S IN THE NEWS? 
You can follow the SNE SWANA Chapter on LinkedIn. We urge each 
member to follow us and share the page. 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
• SNE SWANA Chapter Annual Business Meeting, January 8, 

2026 (see above). 

• CT Solid Waste Advisory Committee meeting on January 27, 
2026. Information can be found here: CT SWAC 

• Global Waste Management Symposium, February 22-25, 
2026. Information can be found here: GWMS. 

• EBC 20th Annual Construction and Demolition Materials 
Management Summit, February 27, 2026. Information can be 
found here:  EBC C&D Summit. 

• EBC Talking Trash on or about April 1, 2026. Check EBC’s 
websit for a posting. 

• NEWMOA’s Third Biennial Conference on The Science of 
PFAS, April 14–16, 2026. Information can be found here: 
NEWMOA PFAS. 

• Federation of NY Solid Waste Conference, May 17-20, 2026. 
Information can be found here: NY Fed Conf. 

 

SWANA SCHOLARSHIPS 
National and SNE Chapter Scholarships are available to the 
children and grandchildren of SWANA members and to SWANA 
student members. I am happy to report that the SNE Chapter will 
be enhancing our Scholarship Policy requirements relative to the 
local Chapter awards. The new policy will make local awards 
available to students pursuing any degree (not just engineering or 
technical degrees) and is now available to college sophomores. 
There are four scholarship categories available for a local award: 
 

• Category I - High School student about to enter their first year 
of college; 

• Category II – Undergraduate students; 

• Category III – Graduate students; and 

• Category IV – Young Professionals who are working in the 
solid waste industry and are carrying student loan debt. 

 
We are pleased to announce that we issued four scholarships in 
2025 to following applicants: 

• Grace VanLaarhoven who is pursuing a degree in 
architecture from the University of Massachusetts. 

• Saskia Zimmerman, a SWANA student member, who 
graduated from Tufts University in 2025 with a degree in 
Environmental Engineering and is pursuing a master’s degree 
in civil/environment engineering from her alma mater. 

• Ethan Gerber, a young professional, employed at Brown and 
Caldwell. 

• Maddie Parent, a young professional, employed at Sanborn, 
Head & Associates, Inc. 

 
2026 scholarship applications will be posted on our website, 
sneswana.org, in the Spring of 2026.  

 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/draft-commission-final-report/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/draft-commission-final-report/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/organics-subcommittee-presentation-october-9-2025/download
https://www.rilegislature.gov/commissions/PBWC/commdocs/04-08-2025---Final%20Report%20Bottle%20Bill%20Commission%20PDF%20w%20signatures.pdf
https://www.wastedive.com/news/rhode-island-study-bill-recycling-epr-bottle-bill-to-governor/751734/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202025-06-26%20Waste%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:74416%5D&utm_term=Waste%20Dive
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sneswana/
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/waste-management-and-disposal/solid-waste-management-plan/state-solid-waste-advisory-committee-information-and-schedule
https://www.wastesymposium.com/en/home.html
https://ebcne.org/event/ebc-20th-annual-construction-and-demolition-materials-management-summit/
https://pfas2026.vfairs.com/
https://conference.nyfederation.org/
http://www.sneswana.org/
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Chapter Officers and Board of Directors 
 

Officers 

Ron St. Michel, PE - President 
Sanborn, Head & Associates, Inc. 
 
Vice President 
Vacant 
 

Lindsey Welcome, PE - Secretary 
Brown and Caldwell 
 
Paul Shamoian, PE - Treasurer 
RI Resource Recovery Corporation 
 

Brian N. Card, PE - Past President 
WIN-Waste Solutions 

 
 

Board Directors 

 

Barry Van Laarhoven, PE  
Civil & Environmental Consultants 
 
Katie Scott 
Brown and Caldwell 
 
Anthony Novelli 
Greater New Bedford RRMD 
 
Amy Knight, PE 
Civil & Environmental Consultants 
 

Jackie Caceci, PE 
Tighe & Bond, Inc. 
 
Zack Tanguay 
GeoSyntec Consultants 
 
Derek Long, PE 
Sanborn, Head & Associates, Inc. 
 
Open Position 
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SNE SWANA Chapter Committee Members 
 

Membership 
Ron St. Michel (C) rstmichel@sanbornhead.com 
Brian Card bcard@win-waste.com 
Lindsey Welcome lwelcome@brwncald.com 
 

Programming (see below) 
Ron St. Michel (C) 
Jackie Caceci - CT Program 
Lindsey Welcome - MA Program 
Paul Shamoian - RI Program 
 

CT - Program Development 
Jackie Caceci (C) jmcaceci@tighebond.com 
Amy Knight aknight@cecinc.com 
 
 

MA - Program Development 
Lindsey Welcome (C) lwelcome@brwncald.com 
Amy Knight aknight@cecinc.com 
 

RI - Program Development 
Paul Shamoian (C) pshamoian@rirrc.org 
Barry VanLaarhoven bvlaarhoven@cecinc.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Young Professional 
Katie Scott (C) kscott2@brwncald.com 
Anthony Novelli Anthony@gnbrmdistrict.org 
 
 

Scholarship 
Katie Scott (C)  scott@brwncald.com 
Derek Long dlong@sanbornhead.com 
Zack Tanguay ztanguay@geosyntec.com 
 
 

Audit 
Brian Card (C)  bcard@win-waste.com 
Anthony Novelli Anthony@gnbrmdistrict.org 
Jackie Caceci jmcaceci@tighebond.com 
 

Advocacy / Legislative 
Barry VanLaarhoven (C) bvlaarhoven@cecinc.com 
Brian Card bcard@win-waste.com 
 

Safety Advocate 
Derek Long (C) dlong@sanbornhead.com 
Brian Card bcard@win-waste.com 
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